I am delighted to be back in Washington as part of such a strong and diverse New Zealand delegation to such an important gathering of US and New Zealand interests at this third US/New Zealand Partnership Forum.

May I begin by acknowledging the presence here today of Deputy Secretary of State Jim Steinberg.

I also note the presence of former USTR,  Ambassador Susan Schwabb and the Hon Cal Dooley.

At the outset I want to acknowledge the importance of the cross-party character of this Forum.

Since we last met in this fashion there have been changes of administration in both the US and New Zealand.

But rather than threatening the significant progress that has been made in US/NZ relations in recent years, such has been the investment in cross party engagement that those changes of administration have merely served as an opportunity to explore how we can achieve more, more quickly in the advancement of the relationship.

In that respect I want to acknowledge the attendance at this Forum of the Leader of the Opposition Phil Goff, who continues to show the commitment to NZ/US relations that he showed as, at various times, Foreign Minister, Defence Minister and Trade Minister.

I also want to make special mention of the work of previous Assistant Secretary of State Chris Hill, whose investment of personal capital in the advancement of the relationship made a singular difference in recent years.

I have been assured that it was not his management of the New Zealand component of his portfolio that led to the conclusion that he was superbly qualified for his new role of US Ambassador to Iraq.

In April of this year I made my first visit to Washington as New Zealand's Minister of Foreign Affairs.

At the time of that visit both Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and I spoke of the relationship being at its best in 25 years.

The intervening months have served to underline that assessment and I want to thank Secretary Clinton for the warm and generous spirit that she and her colleagues have brought to conducting the relationship with New Zealand.

In more recent months we have welcomed the appointment of Dr Kurt Campbell as Assistant Secretary of State, East Asia and Pacific. 

Those of you who know him will understand the formidable knowledge, intellect and energy that he brings to the role, matched by a determination to engage meaningfully with players in the region.

Without wishing to intrude into the domain of US domestic politics, I think it would be fair to say that the Administration of President Obama carries with it, in the sphere of international relations, both the optimism of unparalleled hope, and the burden of unparalleled expectation.

And so, at a time in which the US is seeking to initiate new engagements, to foster new partnerships, it is appropriate that we, at this Forum should ask: just what does this mean for the US/NZ relationship.

The approach being adopted by the Obama administration has been characterized by the expression "smart power."

This is a concept to which we, in New Zealand, intuitively relate. 

When you are a smaller nation parked down at the bottom of the South Pacific, there simply isn't very much choice.

While there are a significant number of areas in which I believe New Zealand and the US, despite obvious differences of size and geography share common interests, reinforced by common values, I thought, for the purposes of today's discussion, that I would focus on just four: our shared interest in a stable, more prosperous Pacific region, in more effective multi-lateral institutions, in nuclear non proliferation and disarmament, and in acting to confront the threat of terrorism.

The tragic tsunami event in Samoa and Tonga last week has served to remind us of the vulnerability of the Pacific region to natural as well as man made hazards.

The Government of which I am a member was elected on a policy of lifting the level of resourcing and energy that we focus on the region.

The report jointly commissioned by the Prime Ministers of New Zealand and Australia for the Pacific Leaders Forum revealed a picture of inadequate Pacific achievement towards MDG's.

It also assessed some states in the Pacific as being, with the exception of some groups in sub-Saharan Africa, the least developed on the planet.

It pointed to a need to place the small Pacific economies on a different growth trajectory.

And it highlighted the fact that some Pacific states are the most vulnerable on Earth to the effects of climate change.

Facing these challenges in our region, New Zealand is making a very substantial commitment to providing leadership in the Pacific across a number of fronts.

The Pacer Plus proposal, the negotiations for which were given a green light at the Cairns Pacific Leaders Forum, is an attempt by New Zealand and Australia, to help Pacific nations to trade their way to a better future.

It is an attempt to link regional free trade architecture with substantial capacity building initiatives in both the public and private sectors – to provide Pacific nations with not just the architecture, but also the tools and the resources to earn foreign exchange.

Under the banner of the EDIN programme - a joint initiative with the US and Iceland, New Zealand has been pressing ahead with plans to promote the introduction of renewable energy in the Pacific region.

Small Pacific economies are being crippled, and climate change outcomes exacerbated, by a dependence on imported diesel for the operation of electricity generators.

Back in April I told Secretary Clinton that this was an area in which I thought we could work together, to secure both better economic and better climate change outcomes in the Pacific neighbourhood. 

Secretary Clinton expressed strong support. 

It would not be overstating the position to say that I am attempting to give this project strong personal leadership.

We, the New Zealand Government and Meridian Energy, a 100% Government owned

electricity generator, are in the final stages of discussions with the Government of Tonga which should, in a matter of weeks see a commitment to a significant solar power initiative in that country.

And we are developing plans to take similar initiatives, hopefully in partnership with the US, in other Pacific states. 

These, along with a host of other initiatives in the region, like the purchase of H1N1 vaccines, and the provision of disaster relief support, as has been required in Samoa and Tonga over the past week, are part of a very substantial and focused attempt to ensure stability and security, and hopefully one day prosperity, across the Pacific region.

The New Zealand Government has welcomed the decision of the United States to

seek heightened engagement with key multi-lateral organisations.

As a relatively smaller nation, we are dependent upon a strong, effective United Nations, and on clear principle-based rules of conduct.

As custodians of the same values and principles promoting the rule of law, the operation of democratic government and a commitment to human rights, we work increasingly effectively with the United States in the United Nations and other key organisations like the Human Rights Council.

In relation to that latter body, some of you may know that New Zealand decided to step aside from what should have been a certain seat on the Human Rights Council earlier this year, in order to accommodate the United States desire to re-engage with that body.

While this action drew some criticism at the time, I am absolutely certain that the United States re-engagement has been a significant force for much needed improvement at the Human Rights Council - an objective that the New Zealand Government strongly shares.

I said to Secretary Clinton at the time that I hoped that the US would see this action as symbolic of a New Zealand approach which is straight-forward and pragmatic; we are interested in good outcomes and will make sensible choices in order to achieve them.

Another such area in which co-operation is growing is in relation to disarmament and arms control.

As a long-standing advocate for disarmament, New Zealand welcomes the US's recognition that nuclear disarmament and nuclear non- proliferation go hand in hand.

Just a fortnight ago we saw President Obama lead the way to the adoption of a UN Security Council resolution promoting nuclear disarmament and seeking to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons.

Prime Minister Key and President Obama have already discussed our shared interest in co-operation on these issues.

New Zealand is particularly well placed to provide leadership on this issue.

And Prime Minister Key, myself, and my colleagues intend to do just that. 

But none of these goals and values mean much if we cannot create, in the immediate future, a world that is significantly safer from the actions of terrorists.

New Zealand and the United States share a commitment to moving strongly to deal with the threat of international terrorism.

In this respect we have a strong desire to be good international citizens, but we cannot deny our strong level of self-interest.

New Zealanders are mobile people.

We have four million New Zealanders at home, and one million New Zealanders dispersed around the world.

When terrorist strike anywhere, the chances of New Zealanders being at risk are high.

A New Zealander lost his life in the recent Jakarta bombing. 

We lost New Zealand lives in London, in Bali, and, of course, on September 11.

In Afghanistan, our Provincial Reconstruction Team has been in Bamyan since 2003.

And our recent review of our participation in Afghanistan foresees a three to five year period in which effective responsibility for security can be handed over to local security forces.

We have made a commitment to appointing an Ambassador in Kabul to lift our diplomatic presence, and a development officer in Bamyan to lead the civilianization process and enhance our development assistance initiatives.

Most recently, we have re-deployed our SAS for a further tour in Afghanistan - to be part of an enhanced international effort to stabilize the security situation, so that the other civilian initiatives have a chance to work.

We are prepared to do our share of the heavy lifting.

We, too have a substantial stake in minimizing the scope for the indiscriminate actions of terrorists to cause pain and suffering to our citizens.

Having earlier spoken of our collective work in the area of renewable energy in the Pacific as part of our respective climate change strategies, I want to make a further point about our many decades of co-operation in Antarctica.

Antarctica is not just the home of much of the ice that will melt if climate change makes its impact on the world.

It is also the home of many of the secrets about past climate change behaviour, stored in many metres of ice and rock.

New Zealand and the US have been co-operating in a research project called ANDRILL - designed to unlock many of those secrets so that they might inform our future research endeavours and our future policy making.

We are also working together on a project that will, by early next year, see wind turbine energy starting to replace diesel-generated electricity for our respective bases in Antarctica.

This is an exciting project and one which symbolizes decades of deep co-operation between our two countries.

It is that spirit of co-operation that I am committed to ensuring underwrites the manner in which our two countries confront the significant challenges we confront in the years ahead.

